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been settled way back in 1926. When human beings
are thwarted in their views by a majority vote among
their colleagues, they become desperate. The abolition
of such people is a perfectly healthy state of aflaks.
There may be a long series of such trials and executions,
but the movement to Communism will go forwards,
either slowly or swiftly, according to the conjBicts
within the party and the proletariat. There is nothing
but life in this movement. For an explanation of the
ruthlessness of Soviet justice, which itself rests directly
upon the Marxian sense of freedom, the reader is
asked to turn back to the chapter in which freedom is
discussed ("The New Russian," Part I).
I have suggested that, on the attainment of power,
an ascendant class, actuated by a Utopian belief, must
either postpone utopk or elevate it to a transcendental
ecstasy, manifested on earth by a form of ritual. Now
the peculiar time sense of Marxism had, before the
revolution, already laid down the solution of this very
practical problem. In the chapter on "Bloody and
Bloodless Revolutions" I pointed out that the pro-
letariat may attain to power in either of two ways. If
we suppose peace, then capitalist competition will
gradually negate itself; that is to say, it will automatic-
ally,via a series of booms and depressions, give place to
giant monopoly and, despite the waste of advertisement